Early Life (part 1)
Antoine Griezmann is a French professional footballer who plays for the French national team as well as for the Spanish club ‘Barcelona.’ Born and brought up in Macon, France, he was an aspiring footballer since early years. However, his genetics didn’t allow him to grow much in height and frame and hence, he was rejected by many leading clubs’ youth programmes. 

In the year 2005, however he was taken into the Real Sociedad’s training academy and by the next season, he was in the starting roster for the next season and so on. On 8 April 2010, Griezmann signed his first professional contract agreeing to a five-year deal with the club until 2015 with a release clause of €30 million. Prior to signing the contract, he drew considerable interest from Ligue 1 clubs Lyon, Saint-Étienne and Auxerre. However, having already received considerable first-team playing time with Real, he signed with the Spanish club. Griezmann also drew interest from Premier League clubs Manchester United and Arsenal before signing his contract. 
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